	
	ALL INDIA BHARAT SANCHAR NIGAM LTD. EXECUTIVES’ ASSOCIATION

WEST BENGAL CIRCLE

3A, Chowringhee Place

Room No. – 74 (2nd Floor)

Kolkata-700001


No. AIBSNLEA/WB/AG/08-09                                  Dated 1st August’ 2008

To

Shri Soumya Ray

Chief General Manager

West Bengal Telecom Circle

1, Council House Street

Kolkata-700001.

Sub:  Trade union action – information regarding.

Dear Sir,

                      Your kind attention has already been drawn to the unsavoury situation prevailing in the Kolkata SSA. In spite of repeated efforts from Circle Administration and also from Associations/Unions, productivity of the SSA is deteriorating on day to day basis due to the autocratic and sadistic attitude of the Head of the SSA. 



The executives in the SSA are surviving under severe threat and with disturbed mental peace by his ill convinced method of rotational transfer as has never been heard in any other SSA. He has always been thrusting executive for unrealistic and illogical works without following established norms or standard practices. 



It is a fact that this is the only SSA where “single contractor” system is available. His all actions are targeted to bifurcate the employees and their union/associations.  



The Branch Association has been raising the issues but he never bothered to redress the grievances seriously. He expressed his explicit hatred attitude towards AIBSNLEA openly in meetings. This sort of attitude and lack of response on the grievances compelled the Branch Unit to launch protest demonstration during the lunch hours. And as usual the GM remained absent during the entire week. He has not even had the courtesy to face the protest launched by an executive association.
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Moreover, despite drawing your kind attention on the above issues time to time, in absence of necessary action from your end might have been inspired to GM, Calcutta SSA to show such shear indifferent and ill motive attitude towards association. Under the above circumstances, the West Bengal Circle Branch has no alternative but to observe following programme of trade union action in total support of trade union action launched by SSA Unit: -

1)   
Savingram campaign by all the Members of City-I Branch within 4th & 5th August 2008.

2)
Savingram campaign by Branch Secretaries on 6th August 2008.

3) Lunch hour demonstration at SSA and Circle level on 8th August 2008. 

4) Daylong Dharna on 11th August’ 2008 at CGMT office.

5)
Indefinite hunger fast by Circle Office bearers at CGMT Office from 12th August 2008 onwards.

We would, therefore, request you to kindly intervene and direct GM, Cal SSA to restrain himself from atrocities towards the association in particular and to cancel ill-motivated & unjustified transfer & posting orders.  

Problems to be sorted out:

1)
Transfer and posting of executives.


           With reference to our letter No. AIBSNLEA/WB/STS dated. 19.07.2008, 22, 07.2008 and 25.07.2008, your kind attention has been drawn in respect of a particular transfer order issued to satisfy someone without maintaining any norms. We have pointed out on several times that norms for transfer order shall be same for one and all but it has not been maintained at the time of issuance of the order as mentioned. As you were under some unknown external pressure to fulfill some one’s desire to be posted in Kolkata SSA only. Considering your commitment, our Association had suggested that he may be posted at CMTS which is more important none of the suggestion had been considered.   Though you had issued guidelines to discuss with unions/association before issuing any transfer order, GM, Cal SSA also uttered that he would not discuss with AIBSNLEA while issuing transfer order.  This association is condemned the attitude of GM, Cal SSA as well as in action of Circle Administration.    
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2)
Politicization of unfortunate demise of BSNL Officer.  



            Within a couple of hours of the sad demise of Sri Ashim Roy Chowdhury DET/Durgapur, Shri N.N.Banerjee, G.M.T., Kolkata SSA sent one SMS to many officers of WBT Circle. The text of the SMS is “Union politics of West Bengal Telecom has claimed its victim. Shri Asim Roy Chowdhury, D.E.T., Durgapur died yesterday of heart attack!  “he could not stand cancellation of his x-far order. Long lives unionism – nnban”. After that Shri Banerjee organized condolence meeting at Kolkata SSA, although Shri Roy Chowdhury was not the staff of Kolkata SSA, where AIBSNLEA were blamed for the death. Though it is needless to mention that any demise is painful but N.N.Banerjee, GM, Kolkata SSA has taken the opportunity to make propaganda against AIBSNLEA. The members of Kolkata SSA condemned the attitude of the SSA Head.

3)
Loss of revenue due to arbitrary and intentional delay for commissioning of 5 ESS Exch. at Jagatballavpur. 


           GM, Kolkata SSA issued minutes that “there are not many 5 ESS knowledgeable capable officers in India. In Kolkata SSA there were three such officers but they have either retired or have been transferred out of the SSA. The last one Shri Subasis Bhattahcarjee, J.T.O. who was transferred on the insistence of our Association with a notice of only 3 hours. Perhaps, similar example is not available through out BSNL”. 


           The above information as pointed out by the GM, Kolkata SSA is nothing but to divert the attention from actual fact that his malafied intention was to get the work done by Shri Bhattahcarjee or by external agency by spending Rs. 17 Lakhs. He conveniently forgot to mention that he himself is trained in 5ESS system from USA and could very well get others trained up and got the exchange installed. In Addition, there are other trained officers on 5 ESS are available at Cal SSA.  Moreover, the matter in detail was discussed in the Development Meeting held on 7th June 2008 where you have been directed to GM (D) to start the installation work within 7 days. Unfortunately, we astonished to observe that the installation wing has been reduced to skeleton by transferring almost all the staff under order of Circle office, which supports the malafied intention of GM, Kolkata SSA.
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4)
Cancellation of all illegal transfer and posting order under Kolkata SSA. 


           The officer who have been ordered to officiate in the SDE (T) from your good office dated 8.5.2008, G.M., Kolkata SSA have been assigned to look on duty of J.T.O. independently in the same place from where they have ordered to officiate in the Cadre of S.D.E. under different D.Es. This type of similar example is not available through out BSNL. But as SSA Head he desired that whatever he has done it be fully within his power. Moreover, G.M., also pointed out that with the present arrangement, the matter has also been informed to the G.M. (O), West Bengal Telecom. Circle and he also verbally expressed his satisfaction about the arrangement. It is purely contradictory, as you have promised that instruction will be issued to GMT, Kolkata SSA to cancel the same. But all are in vain. It has indulged the SSA Head to act whatever he likes. 

5)
Financial irregularities due to selective contractor-raj at Kolkata SSA. 

           In Kolkata SSA, it is observed that the contractor bypassing the Civil Wing administration in the name of “Quotation” has done civil work. It is crystal clear that at Kolkata SSA particularly one or two contractors are doing all type of job like E/A Maintenance, A/C Maintenance, Civil and Electrical Works, Cable lying, Supply of Contract Labour, Supply of Vehicle etc. through Quotation. It leads the financial irregularities. It should be stopped immediately.

At last, we still believe that your good office will take suitable steps to resolve the issues.

Thanking you, 

Sincerely yours,

Sd/-

(Bijoy Krishna Bhattacharjee)

Circle Secretary 

Copy for information and necessary action to –

1) Shri Prahlad Rai, General Secretary, C.H.Q., AIBSNLEA, New Delhi. 

2) Shri Amit Gupta, Circle Secretary, AIBSNLEA, CTD Circle, Kolkata. 

3) All the Branch Secretaries under AIBSNLEA,  West Bengal Circle.   

